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MILITARY MEDAL
PRIVATE ARTHUR MELVILLE MAGILL WX16886

CITATION

During A.LF. operations in MALAYA, Private Magill fought in 'D' Company
(2/4th Machine Gun Battalion Reinforcements) of the Special Reservr Bat-
talion. At BULIM VILLAGE on 9th February, 1942 he was leading his section
on a patrol when he encountered an enemy patrol armed with a machine
gun. He immediately engaged the enemy and killed five of them. He led his
section most gallantly and was wounded in the neck and under the armpit.
Three of his section were killed but he successfully withdrew the remainder
to safety. Although wounded, he remained on with the section. At 14.30
hours on 10th February, 1942, the battalion withdrew to a position 2% miles
back on JURONG ROAD. At 0001 hours on 10th February, 1942, it was realised
hat the battalion was srrounded. The Japanese attacked strongly at 0600
hours when an order for withdrawal was given. During this action, Private
Magill again exhibited outstanding powers of leadership. The battalion was
ambushed and had to fight its way out. Private Magill again led his section
with vigour and dash. He was wounded in the hand and had his rifle smashed
but continued to fight on by assisting with a Bren gun. Of his section,
six were killed and he was wounded three times. This soldier's comrades
spoke very highly of his leadership, and his behaviour throughout the action,
despite his wounds, was an outstanding example of courage and devotion

0 duty. ‘ .
(Les Cody would like to hear from anyonr who was in Arthur's section

or knew of the incident so that it can be includeq in the history of oue
battalion, and that means NOU as the histary is getting towards completion.)
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